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25X1X 1. Since the war, there has been a great improvement in the health situation
and in medical treatment. The Soviet system was adopted for treatment,
administration, and political supervision., Spécial attention has been
paid to preventive medicine; regular medical assistance was provided for
farmers and workers, who had previously been neglected. Special posts
were set up to f£ight malariz and dysentery and infectious disesses such
a3 scarlet fever, . Local clinice, responsible to central hospitals; were
created. Medical treatment at hospitals and sanitariums was free, and,
in the latter, only prescriptions hsd %o be paid for. The number of beds
in the hespitals was increased,

2o There has been some improvement in the tuberculosis problem, bubt the
most common diseases were still rheumatism, tuberculosis, scarlet fever,
malariay and dysentery., There were some polio cases at Pleven during
the past yearg however preceutionary measures were baken immediately,
and Soviet specialists were called,

3o After World War II, in an attempt to overcome a shorbage of physicians,
the new regime abolished all. enrolment restrictions at the university,
As a result, shout 5,000 medisal students registered at the universities
of Sofia and Plovdivy 2,000 sompleted their studies and qualified as
physicians. Some of them were allowed to emigrate,

L. There were enough basic medical supplies, which source believed to have
been imported from the USSR, but special and proprietary drugs were in
short supply. Medical institutions received lists of the supplies
obtainable and physicians were forbidden tc prescribe medicines not
included in the list,
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Eroprietary medicinée wers obtained mainly from Czachoslovakis, Hungary,
and Easbern Germanyg. There was suffieciznt Soviét and Americem penicilling
which was sold om authorization of a commitbee of the Ministry of Health.
Strepbomycin, prescribed oply in mosb urgent cases, such as military
tuberculosie or tuberculer meningitis, was obtainsble only in limited
quantities, Sulfaguanddine and insulin were in short supply. Aurscmycin
and terramycin were not available and were nob permitted to be prescribed.

There were two medicel factories in Bulgeria, the Alerms apd Labofarma,
which produced large quantities of all kinds of ssrums and propristary
medicines. :
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